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Verbs and Voice 

• Voice is the form a verb takes to 
indicate whether the subject of the 
verb performs or receives the action. 

• There are two types of voice:  active 
voice and passive voice. 
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Active Voice 
• Active Voice: indicates that the             

subject of the verb is acting 
 
• Because the subject does or "acts 

upon" the verb in such sentences, 
the sentences are said to be in the 
active voice. 



Active Voice 
 These examples show that the subject 

is  doing the verb's action. 
 The dog jumped onto the boy. 

 The dog (subject) is doing the jumping (verb). 
 

 Kristy will give a book report to the class. 
 Kristy (subject) is doing the giving (verb). 
 

 The printer ate my paper. 
 The printer (subject) is doing the eating (verb). 
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Passive Voice 
• In a passive voice sentence, the 

subject and object flip-flop. The 
subject becomes the passive recipient 
of the action. 
 

• Because the subject is being "acted 
upon" (or is passive), such sentences 
are said to be in the passive voice. 
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Passive Voice 
• These examples show the subject being acted 

upon by the verb.   
 The boy was jumped on by the dog.  

• Boy (subject)  was being jumped on (verb) 

  A book report will be given by Kristy to the class. 
• Report (subject) will be given (verb). 

  My paper was eaten by the printer.  
• Paper (subject) was being eaten (verb). 

 

Passive Voice  



Passive Voice  



When to Use Passive Voice 

 Use the passive voice in the following 
situations: 

 Use passive voice when you do not know or do 
not want to reveal the performer of an action. 

 Use passive voice when you want to emphasize 
the receiver of an action. 

 To make more POLITE or FORMAL statements.  

 When the action is more important than the 
agent.  
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Form of Passive Voice Verbs 
 The passive voice requires a "double verb" 

and will always consist of a form of the verb 
"to be" and the past of the main verb.  

 Example: 

 Active:  John baked the bread. 

 Passive:  The bread was baked by John.  (Was is a 
form of the verb “be”.) 
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BY: agent 
 Often passive voice sentences will contain a 

"by" phrase indicting who or what performed 
the action, that is the AGENT (DOER) of the 
sentence.  
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