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SHADES OF MODALITY

A modal verb is a type of
auxiliary verb* that expresses
possibility, necessity, obligation

Auxiliary verbs are "helper verbs" used in combination with other
verbs to assist in stating tone, tense, condition/state, voice or mood.

RULES TO REMEMBER

1 Most modal verbs cannot be
= used in past/future tenses.

When used in third person
2 present tense modals do not
" have '-s' ending.

SHADES
METER

3 Use "not" to make modals
= negative.
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Modal Function Form in the Present Form in the Past
To show ability I can run 10 miles. I could run 10 miles when I
was young.
To suggest a possibility | Students can pre-enroll in
or give an option classes.
Can To ask for or to give | Can you call me?
permission You can leave now.
To show impossibility | It cannot be Jim standing
there. He went away for the
weekend.
To show past ability I could run 10 miles when I
was young.
To ask a polite question Could I call you?
To show possibility Why 1sn’t Mary here? She Why wasn’t Mary at the
could be busy. party last night? She could
Could have been busy.

To show impossibility

He could not be here at the
party. He is out of town.

He could not have been at the
party last night. He was out

of town.
To suggest a You could try going this You could have tried going
possibility/opportunity way. that way.
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Modal

Function

Form in the Present
i i

Form in the Past

Aust

T'o show probability or
to make a logical
assumption

Janice must be out this
evening_ She does not
answer the telephone.

Janice must have been out
last evening. She did not
answer her telephone.

To show necessity

I must call my parent
tonight.

I was late for the meeting
because I had to call my

parents last night.

To show prohibition

Yon must not cross the
street on red Iight-

Have to

To show necessity

Mike has to make up the
class he missed.

Mike had to make up the
clazs he had nussed.

To show lack of
necessity

I am glad that I do not have
to cock tonight.

I did not have to cook last
ﬂiE]lt.

Must vs. Have to / Has to

Must: personal circumstances
Have to / Has to:; external circumstances

Il In the PAST we only use HAD or DIDN’T HAVE TO




